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mium L non aperiatur, adeoque aér in ftatu com-
preflionis maneat, aperto tinc C et E, ventus per E
prorumpet, celeritate, qua 78 pedes in minuto fe-
cundo conficeret. Hinc ros, congelationi proximus, in
grandinem, et ad fuperficiem pilei, in glaciem, com-
pingitur : non differt vero grando 4 glacie, nifi figura
rotundiore, frequenti collifione acquifita, et interdum
nive intermixta. '

Hac perantiqua congelationis theoria mihi quidem
abunde glﬂi‘cere videtur omnibus phznomenis expli-
candis, ut eleCricitate vel alia quadam novitate non
indigeat.

XCII. An Account of a remarkable Marine
Production: In a Letter to the Reverend
Thomas Birch, D. D. Secretary to the
Royal Society, from Alexander Rufiell,
M. D. Phyfician to St. Thomas’s Ho/pital,
and F. R. §.

SIR,
Read June 24, Y ingenious friend Dr. James Naf-
7ot . myth, having been fo kind as to
fend me a marine produion, which appears to be

fingular, 1 thought fome account of it would not be:

unacceptable to the Royal Society. I have therefore
troubled you with the inclofed papers, containing an
extra& of Dr. Nafmyth’s letter ; a defcription of the
body, as it appeared upon the joint examination of

Dr. Salander, Meflieurs Peter Collinfon, John Ellis,
and
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and nfelf, feveral months after I received it; toge-
ther ith two drawings by Mr. Edwards; [Vide
Tab, VIL] one of which reprefents it entire, nearly
of itsiatural fize and colour ; the other after it was

opene.
Iam,
S IR,
Your moft obedient

humble fervant,

W brook . ,
Fune o,m?yéz.»_ Alexander Rufiell.

Extraét from Dr. Nalmyth’s Letter.,

AT my return from North America, in November

1759, I fent you two or three articles picked up
in hat country: One of thefe, from its fingula- ap-
perance, and- from. its being a perfe@ ftranger to
evey body (both French'and Englith) that faw it, I
mit now recommend to your attention.

T'he defire of keeping it entire, and as it was found,
prvented any other inveftigation, than that of view-
iy it particularly, when I firft got it, and at times
aterwards, to be affured of its fafety, as well as-to
oferve the changes it might undergo, while it con-
thued in (pirits, From you, Sir, at your leifure, I
flall be extremely glad to receive farther information.
Ii the mean time, I fhall give you the circumftances
atending its acquifition.

In
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In the month of June 1759, the fqdadron «ftined
againft Quebec, arrived in the river St. Liavence,
when, being in the latitude 49. so0. north, anabout
ten leagues to the eaftward of Anticofti, (an iad in
the mouth of the river) we founded, and'truck
ground in 42 fathoms; the foundings white fa and
black fpecks. Having, at the fame time, throwmover-
board a fithing-line, the hook was found fbngly
attached at the bottom; and, after fome &orts,
brought up a piece of rock into the.furface of +hich
‘was inferted a ftrang tendinous fubftance, of alight
brown colour, in fength about feven inches; i was
round, and mearly of the thicknefs of a common
goofe-quill ; the other end formed a fack, or bz, of
the fize and fhape of a pigeon’s egg. '

The whole of this {ubftance was elaftic ; and, pon
prefling the bag, I plainly difcovered a containédub-
ftance, and imagined, that it was attended with no-
tion,

Thefe, Sir, are.all the particulars I have go to
offer upon this unknown fubje@t: whether aninal,
zoophite, or fubmarine plant, I leave to your deer-
‘mination. ' o

[Thus far Dr. Nafyth.]

Upon our examination, it appeared to us to cene
neareft to what has been, by naturalifts, called Pra-
pus; give us leave, therefore, to name it Priapis
pendunculo filiformi corpore ovate. The body wis
oval, and in fize between a pigeon and pullet’s eg,
fmooth, membranous, and of a filver ath colov.
What appeared to be the mouth, was fituated a litte
below the apex, and was quadrivalvular, in the forn;:

P
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of a (o) crofk. The anus was -on the fame fide, 2
little above the bafe, or infertion of the falk, and-alfo
quadiivalvular. ‘Towards the apesture of the mouth
and anus, the body felt more calloms. From this
body iffued a peduncle, or ftalk, of ten inches in
length, the extreme end of which was fixed to a piece
of rock. This ftalk was of a light brown colour,
aboutthe thicknefs of a large hen’s quill, round, hol-
low, rough, and of a membranons, leather-like fub-
ftance. '

“When the body was opened, the internal coat ap-
peared to be compofed of reticular fibres. The in-
terior orifice of the mouth was furrounded by a radi-
ated fubftance, about the fize of a filver penny, thicker
and more callous than the coats of any other part.
The internal aperture of the anus was compofed of
fibres interwoven with one another. From the apex
to the bafe, on each fide, defcended obliquely, and
winding, a fmeoth folid bady, in width about one
fifth part of an inch, part of which feparated in the
examining ; fo that it is but imperfe@ly reprefented
in the drawing. We cannot give a clearer idea of
this body, than by faying, that it had greatly the ap-
pearance (excepting in fize) of one of the {mall in-
teftines, and was attached to the interior furface of
the main body, much in the way as they are #o the.
amefentery.

XCIIL
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